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Coordinates for Spring 


TOPS AND BOTTOMS for Spring 1983 evoke several moods--relaxed spare- 
time looks, many reminiscent of the 50's or refined, spare yet soft 
clothes with city airs. THE LOOKS: Total denim dressing--skinny 





Reviewed: jeans, capris, lean skirts, oversized jean jackets, vests, work 
: shirts. The 50's--circle skirts, shorts, jacket blouses, pedal 
Sprina Dresses pushers, "Marilyn Monroe" pants, halter tops. Refined--elongated 


. jackets, shorter jacket with fit at the waist, trousers, slim 
Intimate Apparel skirts, soft shirts and blouses, the sportswear dress. The sports- 
Paris; Milan wear collections, whether for casual or city wear, have been 
Texitalia designed for maximum color impact and flexibility in mixing tops, 
bottoms and colors within each collection. THE FABRICS: Focus 
is on the naturals--cotton, cotton blends, and silk. Denim-- 
overdyed, stone washed, and striped. Twills, drills, sheeting. 
Cotton gab, linen, pique, damask, jersey, and interlock. THE COLORS: 
White, black, spirited rich brights. New softened pales, the neu- 
trals including clay, gray, khaki, and full summer darks. 


Striped, stone washed, overdyed denim in a variety of looks, many 
influenced by the 50's: vests, capri pants, and skinny jeans. Stone- 
washed cotton twill in brights with contrast color blocking--red/ 
black, turquoise/yellow, purple/red--18 in. mini skirt, roll-up 
pedal pushers, oversized Eisenhower jacket, full length jean. Twills 
in a rainbow of brights plus basics take to several pant silhouettes: 
Swagger, baggy, "Marilyn Monroe." Tops are color related through- 
out. Back pocket pull-on pant in cotton continues along with 
striped and solid long and short sleeve polo shirts with grommet 
detailing...TROUSERS UP. 


The junior mood is the 50's revisited with 100% cotton beaded 
sweaters in cap sleeve, pullover, and cardigan styling in lots of 
colors--black, red, royal and pastels. Beaded cotton/poly tops 
coordinate with circle skirt, "Marilyn Monroe" pant and side button 
sheath skirt. Three button short sleeve shirt jacket pairs with 
slit ankle tapered pants in solid check and 50's domino print. 

Also in domino print, the circle skirt. In another mood, hand- 
painted "sweats". Cotton argyle sweaters and stripe/solid oxfords 
in pale pink or blue striped and solid color themes interchange 
with oversized suspender pants, walking shorts, knife-, box-pleated 
mini skirts, and button-front skirts...EAST SIDE CLOTHING CO. 


Stone washed denim continues to star in a double pocket shirt dress 

to belt or not; a new vest, and the work shirt with rubber button 

detailing. News in royal, purple, turquoise, hot pink, green, 

charcoal black, denim skirt, triple pleated trouser, five pocket 

jean, notched collar western jacket. Throughout the collection 

brights and white to be mixed for maximum effect. Four styles in 

jewel tone overdyed painter's drill for visual color impact at 

retail, 22 in. skirt, vest five pocket jean, fatigue pant. Contrast 
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Moderate to Better Dresses--Spring ‘83 


DRESSES are evolving as the new category for 
Spring '83...women psychologically want a 
change from the two-piece sportswear look and 
are veering towards the dress. The "occasion" 
dress has been bought but women must be wooed 
towards the day-time dress. 


The young working woman of 20 to 35 has never 
really known a "dress," but now she has 
discovered it and has a need for it in her 
wardrobe. 


SILHOUETTES Fit...Fitted 

The 50's retro look...fitted with waist lines, 
tighter skirts. 

Architectural shapes...an abstract look to 
dresses as cylinder, tube, square shapes... 
angular and straight...just skimming the body. 
The float...a free hanging dress around the 
body. The chemise... loose but with more 
controlled fit. 

The jacket dress known as an ensemble... 
bolero waist, hip or 3/4 length jackets 

Over dresses. 


COLORS 

Natural neutrals... 
combined with white. 
Black...alone or combined with red or white. 
Brights..jade green, fuchsia, magenta, red 
and brilliant blue, turquoise. 

White still looks good. 





beige, grey... alone or 





FABRICS The look is strong...cotton chambray, 
sheer cotton voiles, poplin, knits in a very 
big way...denim, either over-dyed or stone 
washed, linen, linen and rayon, silk crepe de 
chine, polyester crepe, rayon crepe, silk 
chiffon...plaids in small or large types, 
checks, stripes from small menswear plaid 

to large bold blocks. 

Pique is newest from small bird's eye to large 
waffle...white is the number one color. 
Prints...small and geometric; also tiny floral. 


Clothes for the working woman...3 pc. cotton 
poplin...red double-breasted hip iength jacket 
over white camisole and straight black skirt... 
coat dress with ruffled V trim neck that skims 
in an A-line...Executive ensemble in khaki/ 
black poplin with wide lapel, puffed cap sleeve 
over white long sleeved shirt, ascot tie. Easy 
four gore skirt... cotton knit chemise with 
double tiered sleeves... NRL BY NED GOULD 


Young dash of an architectural look in stripes 
and dotted fabrications...a beige and white 
blend chemise shape in wide stripe panels, 
square neck and 3/4 length sleeve...dress and 


jacket in cotton waffle pique... loose box 
double-breasted jacket with long notched 
lapels over straight skirt...pearl grey pin 
striped cotton tucked front dress with low 
hip belt...coat dress in rayon/linen with 
envelope lapel...group of sweater knits with 
bateau necks, blouson and sheaths...CHETTA B. 


Cotton pique in 50's retro... black and white 
sheath, dropped torso, capped short sleeve... 
black silk/poly/cotton/linen dress with apron 
front topped with yellow puffed short sleeve, 
mandarin collar jacket...shoe string strapped 
sheath dress with diagonal tucked fitted bodice 
.--puffed sleeve bolero jacket in multi colors 
of turquoise blue, wine and oyster beige... 
zigzag stripe red linen jacket dress with wrap 
front bodice...RAUL BLANCO. 


An unusual look... dressier for Spring... 
linen top with jacquard mid-calf length skirt 
and lace trim... a fresh, sheer cotton voile 
eased white dress printed with red poppies... 
striped cotton damask in a 3 pc. dress with 
lace edged jabot...CHRISTYNE FORTI. 


Petite and misses sizes in good, basic, wear- 
able styles... polyester and cotton combinat- 
ions in chemises, coat dresses, jacket dresses. 
...tiny stripes, alone or combined with 
plaid...a bold shirtdress in various fabrics 
..-Stone washed denims, chambrays, overdyed 
denim... promotional group of rayon crepe 
dresses in small geometric prints, stripes, 
monosone prints, dots, window-pane checks 

--- SAMUEL BLUE. 


Dresses for the executive woman in polyester 
silk de chine, cotton chambray, multi striped 
cotton/linen men's wear stripes, plaids and 
silk crepe de chine... jade, royal blue, red 
and purple... the shirtwaist dress... long 
sleeved with French cuff, bow tie neck, 
released pleats in skirt... new looking in 
banner stripes and plaids... a touch of retro 
50's in black and white tablecloth plaid. 
Chemise and float in graphic check silk de 
chine or solid silk crepe de chine with tiny 
tucked yoke and peter pan collar...the 2-pc. 
dress is also another category...short 
sleeved, T-top with a bias cut skirt in scat- 
tered dot print...LIZ CLAIBORNE INC. 


Future Fashion Dates 


New York Early Fall RTW - Feb. 28-March 11 
Milan Reauy-to-Wear Fall/Winter - March 6-10 
Paris Fall/Winter Pret-a-Porter - March 18-25 
New York Fall RTW - April 18-29 

Interstoff in Frankfurt - May 3-5 


Exhibit: The Evolution of Underwear 


"The Undercover Story," a collection of 
intimate apparel from the Kyoto Costume 
Institute and the Edward C. Blum Design 
Laboratory, is now on exhibit at The Galleries 
of the Fashion Institute of Technology. 
Additional sponsors are the Educational 
Foundation for the Fashion Industries and 

the Nihon Body Fashion Association. 

On display are articles from the 1700's 
through 1982. An interesting piece, lent by 
the Warner's collection, is a bronze corset 
with hinges on the side (probably from the 
16th century or possibly a 19th century copy). 
However, softer, prettier items are displayed, 
such as an 1875 lingerie dress and petticoat 
made of white handkerchief linen with drawn- 
work and lace insertions with ruffle trin, 
and a 1926 French orange silk Boue Soeurs 
peignoir with whitework embroidered medallions, 
ivory billet lace and multicolored ribbon 
rosettes. 

Day dresses, wedding dresses, tea gowns, 
and evening gowns are on display to show why 
certain undergarments were necessary and how 
they shaped the outerwear. The exhibit also 
points out that we are now wearing underwear 
as outerwear: camisoles, petticoats, 
knickers, and undershirts. 

The exhibit gives a sense of order in 
history with highlights such as wire covered 
crinolines from 1860 and red and black pleated 
nylon tricot 1950 crinolines with tulle and 
lace trim. One is brought up to date with 
items such as 1982 lounging pajamas made of 
black polyester satin with floral-patterned 
quilting by Ralph Montenero for Blanche 
American. 

F.I.T. is at 27th Street & 7th Avenue. Open 
Tues. from 10 to 9; Wed. - Sat. from 10 to 5, 
now through May 7. Information, 760-7614. 


European RIW Spring/Summer 
OVERVIEW: The main facts that emerged 
regarding the Italian and French collections 
were: : 
Realism--at last most of the clothes 
were really for Spring and also for urban 
wear...in prior years they had looked too 
much like Resort wear. 

Italy--once again back on course with 
disciplined, elegant apparel. 

The Japanese Factor--three young 
Japanese designers emerged even more strongly 
to influence the Pret with their unique 
shapes and exciting mixtures of textures 
and fabrications. 





ITALY...The Best of Milan...disciplined, 
uncluttered, elegant...narrower...beautifully 
coordinated sportswear, less structured... 





Eurode Spring (Continued from previous col.) 


straighter skirts...full, softly pleated 
trousers...the newest high waisted & cropped. 
Shoulders with epaulettes. Silhouettes... 
T-shaped, rounded, peplumed, wrapped. Dresses 
..-tucked, pleated, square, yoked, cowled. 
Hemlines...short, calf-length, dropped, uneven. 
Fabrics...Linen dominates, followed by 
cotton, silk, gabardine, leather, suede. 
Colors...Black, white ivory, sand, mud, 
brick, mustard, peach, blue, violet,sage. 





PARIS...Sexy...Safely elegant...Exotic. 
Silhouettes...Bare and body hugging... 

Body skimming...straight but not skin tight. 
Body concealing...voluminous shapes, 

square cut with peek-a-boo details which 
give a glimpse of skin beneath. 
Sexy...sophisticated, sultry, Hollywood 
glamour reminiscent of the 40's and 50's. 
Safely Elegant...following the Milanese 
trend..safe elegant apparel...suits, 
sportswear, dresses and outerwear for the 
affluent...relaxed, unconstructed shapes 
with simple details. 

Exotic...a travelogue of clothes for summer 
inspired by India, South America, North 
Africa, Jamaica, and the South Pacific... 
Nautical (mostly officer types) and safari- 
inspired looks abound. 

Refreshing and quite apart were the 
Japanese...Rei Kawakubo, Yohji Yamamoto and 
Junko Shimada in particular. These three 
generated much excitement with a new vision of 
fashion--oriental in roots and simplicity, yet 
remarkably current and wearable. The shapes 
are inventive, often layered and folded 
origami style, knotted, shirred, or irregularly 
seamed. Many are distinct derivations of 
traditional kimono shape...Colors: indigo, 
umber, grey,navy, plum, black, and white. 
Fabrics...Linen...sheer, jacquard, textured 
crepe de chine, charmeuse, ribbed knits, 
jerseys, burlap, terry, novelty handwovens. 
Colors...Black...white, grey, oyster, beige, 
fawn, taupe, khaki, olive, lichen, turtle 
green, salmon, shrimp, aqua banana, eggplant, 
plum, grape, saffron. Bright accents... 
orange, hot pink, electric blue, citron yellow. 
Prints and Patterns...Artist-inspired: 
Gauguin, Matisse, Lichtenstein, and Pollock. 
Nature: fish, leaves, leathers, animal skins. 
Plus--Madras and linen. Dots, stripes, and 
checks continue. 





Accessories--Belts: hip, safari, harness, 
utility, and handwoven sashes. Shoes: toed 
sandals, clogs, wrapped espadrilles, ankle 
straps, stiletto heels. 
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Tops and Bottoms 


of cream denim plays against all the brights. 
Neutrals turn up in twill army dress with 
epaulettes, button yoke longer skirt, pull-on 
pant. Top focus is on yarn dye batiste, 
solid and yarn dye cotton mesh and cotton 
linen shirts, rugby stripe knit tops; tanks 
to wear with everything...CALVIN KLEIN JEANS. 

Two collections--separates and sportswear 
line. New in cotton sheeting and railroad 
stripe sheeting, denim and striped denim | 
in high waisted tightly fitted jean and paper 
bag trousers. Color blocking played up in 7/8 
gusset front pant, fitted football jean. Some 
of the colors: garnet, amber, malachite, 
lapis, concrete. Short bottoms include laced- 
roll-up short, yoked miniskirt, longer paper 
bag short. Side laced blouson, double 
breasted jacket with flanged vest effect. 

No. 1 jumpsuit has gusset front to be worn 
open or closed. Gored mini skirt, pull-on 
pant, longer skirt and several tops, some 
for layering. Brightly colored cotton 
batiste dresses and tops are boldly 

cut out at neckline and shoulders...MAX. 

50 linen/50 cotton offered in pleated mini, 
sweep skirt and high waisted kick pleated 
skirt. Pant shapes are asymmetric closing 
paper bag, classic double pleat and gusset 
front. Back vents, double flanges, roll-up 
kimono sleeves, and asymmetric closings 
are jacket details. Yarn dye cotton crepe 
shirts combine stripes and plaid in single 
flange dolman sleeve wrapover blouse, gusset 
sleeve shirt. Linen/cotton sweaters in 
stripes, color blocking or solids blend with 
everything...LEON MAX. 

Textural natural fabrics, rich color and 
innovative detailing in moderate price 
designer line. In cotton gab, jackets-- 
short with deep shawl collar, wide lapel 
waiter's. Pants and skirts--overlap lapel 
triple waistband hipster pant--white, 
malachite strongest. Wrap skirt and pant 
plus roll back lapel jacket in white, 
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malachite, cornflower damask. Double breasted _ 


and blouson jackets work with yoked side 
buttoned pant, ankle wrap skirt in linen 
blend--black flax, berry. Black window-pane 
cotton linen pull-on pant, skirt and overlap 
blouse--poly plisse button front oversized 
blouse. Solid cotton jersey tops with 


diagonal pleats, wedge front tank, sweater 
T's, tanks in stripes of many colors coor- 
dinate with bottoms...SPORT 2 BY JOHN ANTHONY. 
Spirited brights of fuchsia, cornflower, 
iris plus black, ivory, and pewter spark silk 
herringbone bottoms and slim oversized one 
button jacket. Colors repeat in solid silk 
crepe de chine short sleeve camp shirt and 
signature 2 pocket epaulette shirt. Dots, 
checks, large leaf floral in pull-on skirts 
and tops. Mauvy pink--draped blouson jacket 
pairs with pull-on circle skirt and/or tops. 
Dimensional nubby cotton/silk patchwork 
sweater along with V neck long sleeve, short 
sleeve cardigan in colors that mix beautifully 
with the silks. Bright tones score again 
in short weekend-wear group of cotton/twill 
pull-on trousers and tri-tone knit color 
blocked crew neck short sleeved polo. The 
dress--batwing flange shoulder dress in 
plaid dots, solid crepe de chine or a 
cotton interlock in ballerina, T shirt 
dirndl or back snapped slender shift... 
CAROLE LITTLE FOR SAINT TROPEZ WEST. 


Italian Textiles 


TEXITALIA, the New York trade showing of 
Italian fashion fabrics, showed dark rich 
colors for Fall/Winter 1983. The overall 
palette is inky: black, grey, darkest brown, 
burgundy and olive green. Brights were red, 
purple, and curry/gold; grey-tinted pastels. 


Haberdasher looks are strong: tweeds, 
houndstooth checks, glen and Prince of Wales 
plaids. Menswear woolens coordinated with 
wool challis prints and hand, art-knit looks. 


Geometric patterns--graphic, block, checker- 
board designs -- and 40's tie patterns were 
among the important trends in silk fabrics. 
Patterns on silk matellasse and silk jacquards 
looked strong. 


Lightweight silk satin in solid, jacquard, 
engineered and scarf prints was another 
important direction. New water-repellent 
silk jacquards were also shown. 


Sexy jersey: slinky with large, sheer coin 
dots and sheer jersey flocked in broken stripes 
look perfect for holiday dressing. 
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